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Lesson Title: I Spy: Using Primary Documents to Find Information About the Cold War
Creator:  Julie Yanoff
Brief Description: This lesson is designed to help introduce 8th graders to the Cold War, and at the same time sharpen their document analysis skills. Students will study pictures from the Cold War, use what they know and what they see to gain information about the picture, then formulate questions which they will attempt to answer through online searching. 



Information Literacy Skill(s): Identify sources of information, use strategies to locate information.











Information Literacy Standard(s):  1-The student accesses information efficiently and effectively. 2 – The student evaluates information critically and competently.


Related Subject Area(s): Social Studies






Related Content Standard(s): U.S. after the Cold War: gather information using primary and secondary sources, differentiate between relevant and irrelevant information.


Collaborator(s): Classroom teacher/ Social Studies teacher
, Computer or technology teacher if computers are not available in the classroom.







Credits: http://schools.portnet.k12.ny.us/~kids/teachers/dbq/

http://www.gwu.edu/~erpapers/teachinger/images/jfklib_coldwar.jpg
http://www.piedmontcommunities.us/servlet/go_ProcServ/dbpage=page&gid=01363001151146092068914743
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Instructional Goals:

Students will be taught strategies for analyzing a primary document, in this case a photograph. Students will be shown how using their prior knowledge, visual clues, and inferences can help them construct knowledge.  Students will learn to use prior knowledge to research questions to find further information.










________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Learning Objectives:  

Students will describe what they see in a photograph and what information they infer from visual clues. Students will formulate questions about the photograph and use the Internet to search for information that might help answer the questions.







______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Motivational Goals:

Students have shown interest in the military and respond well to discussions about the armed
 forces, which shows they are ready to engage in deeper understanding of how militaries from different countries operate and why they engage in conflict.
Photographs will capture student’s attention and inspire them to think of questions about what they are seeing.


















Grade Level(s):  ____8_____________________________________________
Number of Students: ____12_______________________________________________

Relevant Characteristics: Students have emotional and /or behavioral difficulties and have trouble sustaining attention. Frequent, but physically limited movement and transitions are necessary.












Motivational Profile (Incoming Motivation Levels):

Attention: 


Low

Medium
 
High
Comments: Even when motivation is high, most students are easily distracted by any outside stimulation and have difficulty listening and concentrating.





Relevance: 


Low

Medium
 
High
 Comments: Students have been studying American history through World War II and have been relating previous wars to the current war in Iraq. Many students have expressed interest in joining the military and have been discussing the importance of understanding the causes that the military fights for. 











Confidence: 


Low

Medium
 
High
 Comments: While students may initially feel they have nothing to say about a document they’ve never seen before, the questions asked in the handout provide an easy framework for

 constructing knowledge. Teacher and class modeling should also help to boost confidence. 
 
Satisfaction Potential: 
Low

Medium
 
High
Comments: Students must take a document-based assessment test and complete exit projects to meet graduation requirements
. This activity prepares them for both; it enables them to find information by building on information they already have, thereby raising their confidence in their abilities. 












 

Introduction:
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Briefly review what the class has learned about the end of WWII.  Ask students to share anything they know of the Cold War. If nothing, ask them to think about what the term might mean. What could make a war “hot”? What would the opposite of a hot war be?, etc. Briefly explain that the Cold War refers to the period after WWII, when high tension existed between the U.S. and other nations

Show students a photograph from the cold war era (a bunker, a missile silo, etc), on an overhead or SmartBoard so all can see. Following the model of the worksheet, describe the photograph. Think of a follow-up question and ask the class where you might find the answer.
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(methods, media,materials)
Discussion, question & answer. 

Photographs and display method (SmartBoard, projector)

Body: 
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As a class, analyze another photograph (some are attached, a google images search for “Cold War” brings up many more, include additional subjects like “missile crisis” for more specific images). Have students point out information, and ask questions. Explain how answers can be found by searching the internet. Encourage students to use the term “Cold War” in their searches, to ensure that information is relevant, and to add terms that they use in the answers to the worksheet questions. Names, places, dates, are all examples of terms that will help narrow the search. Explain that each photo depicts a relevant aspect of the Cold War, and that their goal will be to use the internet to find answers to their questions about each photo.
Separate students into groups or pairs and give each group a photograph and a worksheet. Once the worksheet is completed, students should write down one or two questions on separate paper, along with a list of possible search terms to use, and show all work to their teacher, librarian, or paraprofessional. At this point students will be assigned to a computer to begin searching. Students should write down the information they find as well as the url of the website they found it on.
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(methods, media,materials)
Class discussion, worksheets, photographs, computers with Internet access. 
Conclusion: 
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Students will stay in groups or pairs but focus attention to the teacher(s). Have each group present their findings. Students should show their photo, give a brief overview of their analysis, and share the questions they had. Then, they will explain how they arrived at their search terms, and share the websites on which they found the information. Pull up each website on the SmartBoard so that students can point out where they found the answers. Save each website to start a class folder on Cold War Resources. 
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(methods, media,materials)
Discussion, read-aloud, question & answer, demonstration.

SmartBoard or projector.

Learning Assessment Method(s): Student’s work will be evaluated throughout lesson. Teachers will oversee students’ questioning and search methods. Teachers will approve students’ research question and determine whether that question was answered. Students’ oral presentation at conclusion will be evaluated for content and comprehensiveness 
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Procedures























